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Sources: “The Next Great American Gun Fight,” Time, Jan. 18, 2013 (www.Time.com); “Firearm Facts,” Dec. 20, 2012
(www.FactCheck.org); Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, 2013 (www.cdc.gov)  

©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Updated 10/31/15

Staggering
U.S. Firearm Facts

Staggering
U.S. Firearm Facts

2013

50
5

A
C

C
ID

EN
TA

L
G

U
N

 D
EA

TH
S

20
1280,100

NONFATAL GUN INJURIES

20
13

21,175
GUN SUICIDES

6,1
07

,5
12

GU
N

S 
M

AN
UF

AC
TU

RE
D

2011

SHOTS CAN BE FIRED
IN 1 MIN. BY AN AR-15*45

*By comparison,
a musket could
fire only 3 to 4 
rounds per min.

Newtown shooter
fired 154 bullets
in under 5 min.;
killed 26.

Tucson shooter fired 
33 bullets in 19 seconds; 
killed 6, injured 13.

Aurora shooter
fired 76 bullets in 
2 min.; killed 12, 
injured 58.27
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Source: “16 Charts That Show the Shocking Cost of Gun Violence in America,”
Mother Jones, April 15, 2015 (www.MotherJones.com)  
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In U.S., Guns Kill 33,000 
And Injure 80,000 Per Year

In U.S., Guns Kill 33,000 
And Injure 80,000 Per Year

10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000 70,000

Homicide
& Assault

Suicide & Attempted Suicide

Accidental

Police Shootings

Deaths

Gun Casualties 2012
Injuries
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Source: Wonkblog analysis of news reports “People are getting shot by toddlers on a weekly basis this year,” 
by Christopher Ingraham, The Washington Post, Oct 14, 2015 (www.WashingtonPost.com)  
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Shootings By Toddlers: 1 Per WeekShootings By Toddlers: 1 Per Week
In 2015 so far, at least 13 toddlers have killed themselves 
accidentally with firearms. 18 more injured themselves, 

2 killed other people and 10 injured other people.
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Source: Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, most recent 2013 data in Table 13 (www.cdc.gov)
Note: “Black” = Non-Hispanic Black ; and “White” = Non-Hispanic White     
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Gun Victims In America:
The Race/Gender Divide
Gun Victims In America:
The Race/Gender Divide
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57% of gun homicide victims are black. 84% are men.
88% of gun suicide victims are white. 86% are men.

HOMICIDES: 

1,530         220

SUICIDES:  

910         124

HISPANIC
= 17% of popu.
HISPANIC

= 17% of popu.

HOMICIDES: 

5,732          632

SUICIDES:  

965          107

BLACK
= 13% of popu.

BLACK
= 13% of popu.

HOMICIDES: 

1,950         849

SUICIDES:  

15,921       2,640

WHITE
= 62% of popu.

WHITE
= 62% of popu.
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Source: “Gun Deaths Compared To Motor Vehicle Deaths,” Violence Policy Center (www.vpc.com) 
Based on annual analysis of data from Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (www.cdc.gov)
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Regulating Guns As We Do Vehicles
Would Reduce Deaths & Injuries

Regulating Guns As We Do Vehicles
Would Reduce Deaths & Injuries

50,000

45,000

40,000

35,000

30,000

25,000
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Firearm DeathsMotor Vehicle Deaths

> 90% of households own a vehicle; only 34% own a gun.

 Homicides: 11,208
 Suicides: 21,175
 Accidents: 505
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Source: “American deaths in terrorism vs. gun violence in one graph,” Oct 2, 2015 (www.CNN.com) 
Based on data from Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (www.cdc.gov) & U.S. State Department (www.State.gov)
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American Deaths By 
Guns Vs Terrorism – 1,000:1

American Deaths By 
Guns Vs Terrorism – 1,000:1
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0
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American Deaths by Firearm on U.S. Soil 
(Includes homicides, suicides & accidents)

13-yr Total = 406,496    Last Decade = 316,545

American Deaths by Terrorism
on U.S. Soil and Around the World
13-yr Total = 3,380     Last Decade = 313 

74 56 28 19 35 27 16 19 18 213642
2,990

29,569
30,694 30,896 31,224 31,593 31,347 31,672 32,351

33,563 33,636

29,573 30,13630,242
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Source: “Gun homicides and gun ownership by country,” Washington Post, Dec. 17, 2012 (www.WashingtonPost.com)  
Based on data from United Nations Office on Drugs & Crime 2009 & 2010 (www.unodc.org) & Small Arms Survey 2007
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U.S. Has Way More Guns, Homicides & 
Homicides By Gun Than Peer Countries
U.S. Has Way More Guns, Homicides & 
Homicides By Gun Than Peer Countries
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Sources: “16 Charts That Show the Shocking Cost of Gun Violence in America,” & “The True Cost of Gun Violence,”
Mother Jones, April 15, 2015 (www.MotherJones.com)  
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Gun Violence Costs AmericaGun Violence Costs America

$229 Billion /yr$229 Billion /yr
= Avg $700/per person= Avg $700/per person

= Avg Cost of One Gun Death
$6 Million$6 Million

= Avg Cost of One Gun Injury
 Requiring Hospitalization

$583,000$583,000

Direct Costs: $8.6 Billion     Indirect Costs: $221 Billion

It’s More Than The $224 Billion We Spend On Obesity!
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Sources: “How the Second Amendment Was Hijacked by Antonin Scalia and the NRA,” by Steven Rosenfeld, Jan 14, 2013 
and “The Right Wing's Fake History of the Second Amendment,” by Robert Parry, Oct 8, 2015  (www.Alternet.org)

©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 11/7/15

In 2008, SCOTUS Corporate-Five
Invented An Individual Gun Right
In 2008, SCOTUS Corporate-Five
Invented An Individual Gun Right

The Second AmendmentThe Second Amendment

“A well regulated Militia being necessary 
to the security of a free State, 

the right of the people to keep and bear Arms 
shall not be infringed.”

(as revised by NRA and Justice Scalia in D.C. v. Heller)
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Cagle Cartoon: © 2014 Copyright David Fitzsimmons. All rights reserved.  Used here with permission.
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 11/7/15
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Just pick the parts you like!
Cafeteria-Style ConstitutionCafeteria-Style Constitution

A law-abiding citizen must... 
 Jump through hoops to get specific photo 

I.D. and wait in line for 10 hours to exercise 

his/her Constitutional right to vote;  Allow 

warrantless rummaging through emails, texts 

and Internet searches;  Comply with ran-

dom sobriety checkpoints or immigration/ 

drug checkpoints 100 miles from the border; 

 Travel hundreds of miles multiple times 

(sometimes across state lines) and undergo/pay 

for a medically unnecessary vaginal probe in order 

to exercise her Constitutional right to an early abortion... 

BUT 
A law-abiding citizen 

should NOT have
to pass a five-minute 

background check every 
time he/she purchases 

a killing machine. 
Yeah, that sounds

about right!

BUT 
A law-abiding citizen 

should NOT have
to pass a five-minute 

background check every 
time he/she purchases 

a killing machine. 
Yeah, that sounds

about right!
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Quote: Jon Stewart mocks Alex Jones’ rant, The Daily Show, “Scapegoat-Hunter,” Jan 8, 2013
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 3/30/13

“What is really 
going on here?”
“What is really 
going on here?”

“So this is what it is: 
Their paranoid fear of  
a POSSIBLE dystopic 

future prevents us from addressing our ACTUAL dystopic 
present. We can’t even begin to address 30,000 gun 
deaths that are ACTUALLY in reality happening in this 
country every year because a few of us must remain 
vigilant against the rise of imaginary Hitler.”

– Jon Stewart, The Daily Show
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Quote: Bill Maher, Real Time, “Open Carry: Here Comes Gunny Boo Boo,” June 7, 2014
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 11/7/15

America Worships Guns & ViolenceAmerica Worships Guns & Violence
“The problem isn’t just 
that (guns are) so legal 
in America; it’s that 
they’re so BELOVED. 
Guns aren’t just a tool 
of last resort — they’re 
AWESOME. That’s why 
people name them and 
stroke them and take 
pictures with them. 
You guys aren’t just 
firearm enthusiasts; 
you’re Ammosexuals.”

– Bill Maher, Real Time
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Source: Pew Research Center, Jan 9-13, 2013 (www.PewResearch.org)  
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 11/1/15

Broad Public Support For Many
Gun Safety Policy Proposals

Broad Public Support For Many
Gun Safety Policy Proposals

85%12%

80%16%

67%30%

64%32%

58%39%

55%40%

54%42%

53%44%

40%57%

SupportOppose
Background checks for private & gun show sales

Prevent mentally ill people from purchasing guns

Federal database to track gun sales

Armed security guards/police in more schools

Ban on semi-automatic weapons

Ban on assault style weapons

Ban on high capacity ammunition clips

Ban on online sale of ammunition

More teachers & school officials with guns
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Source: Senate Roll Call Vote on Manchin Amendment 715 to Senate Bill 649, April 17, 2013 (www.Senate.gov) 
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 11/1/15

In 2013, Expanded Background Checks
Failed to Overcome a Senate Filibuster. 
In 2013, Expanded Background Checks
Failed to Overcome a Senate Filibuster. 

Plus, Speaker Boehner would never bring up bill in Republican-controlled House.

Yeas = 54Yeas = 54
48 Dems, 4 Repubs & 2 Indep  

Nays = 46Nays = 46
41 Repubs & 5 Dems*

*

* Majority Leader Reid switched his vote to Nay as a 
procedural move so he could bring up the bill again.
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Source: Senate Roll Call Vote on Lautenberg Amendment 714 to Senate Bill 649, April 17, 2013 (www.Senate.gov) 
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 11/1/15

In 2013, Limiting Ammunition Clip Size
Failed to Get a Majority in the Senate. 

In 2013, Limiting Ammunition Clip Size
Failed to Get a Majority in the Senate. 

Plus, Speaker Boehner would never bring up bill in Republican-controlled House.

Yeas = 46Yeas = 46
43 Dems, 1 Repub & 2 Indes  44 Repubs & 10 Dems

Nays = 54Nays = 54
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Source: Senate Roll Call Vote on Feinstein Amendment 711 to Senate Bill 649, April 17, 2013 (www.Senate.gov) 
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 11/1/15

In 2013, Regulating Assault Weapons
Failed to Get a Majority in the Senate. 
In 2013, Regulating Assault Weapons
Failed to Get a Majority in the Senate. 

Plus, Speaker Boehner would never bring 
up bill in Republican-controlled House.

Yeas = 40Yeas = 40
38 Dems, 1 Repub & 1 Inde  44 Repubs, 15 Dems, 1 Inde

Nays = 60Nays = 60
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Cagle Cartoon: © 2013 Copyright David Fitzsimmons. All rights reserved.  Used here with permission.
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 11/7/15
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Policies To Reduce Gun ViolencePolicies To Reduce Gun Violence
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Universal Background Checks — On Every Transfer!
Federal Database To Register & Track All Gun Sales
Limit Ammunition Clips To 10 Rounds
Ban On Semi-Automatic & Assault-Style Weapons
Require Gun Owners To Carry Liability Insurance
Require Safety Training For All Gun Licenses
Require Smart Technology Or Protective Locks
Stricter Laws For Gun Sellers (Like Abortion Providers)

Widespread Voluntary Gun Buyback Program
Legalize Drugs (Prohibition Breeds Gangs & Guns)
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Quotes: President Obama on March 28, 2013 & Newtown, CT on Dec. 16, 2012
©2013-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com  •  Created 4/17/13

Ana Caroline Jessica Emilie Noah

Madeleine Allison Benjamin Dylan Avielle

Charlotte Chase Catherine Josephine Olivia

Daniel Grace Jesse Jack James
Newtown, CT

“Shame on us
if we’ve 

forgotten.”

“Shame on us
if we’ve 

forgotten.”
“Are we prepared to say that such 

violence visited on our children year 

after year after year is somehow the 

price of our freedom?... This is our 

first task, caring for our children. It’s 

our first job. If we don’t get that right, 

we don’t get anything right. That’s 

how, as a society, we will be judged.”

Veronica
Aurora, CO

Hadiya
Chicago, IL

Christina
Tucson, AZ
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THE ANTIDOTE TO BUMPER-STICKER POLITICSTM

CIVICS AND POLICY BASICS FOR THE BUSY MAJORITY™

www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com

“Busy Majority” said by Jon Stewart, Sept 2010 
©2010-2015 Design by Witte Design, LLC  •  Tucson, Arizona  •  www.ConnectTheDotsUSA.com
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